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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 7/2/07 
has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 3, 7-8, 12 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Yoshiaki et al (hereafter Yoshiaki et al) (Japanese Publication 1 1-007722 
(electronic translation provided)). 

Regarding claim 1 , Yoshiaki discloses a reproducing apparatus which 
reproduces information recorded on a recording medium (see Title), comprising: a 
pickup which reads information including medium identify information (inherently 
provided within the recording/reproducing apparatus and disc), a first content, and a 
second content recorded on the recording medium (Paragraph 0005, musical pieces 
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and bonus information), wherein both the first content and the second content are audio 
visual information (Paragraph 0022), a reproducing signal processing circuit which 
reproduces the information read by the pickup (Paragraph 0009, decoding equipment), 
a memory which stores a plurality of recording identify information sets which have ever 
been processed by the reproducing signal processing circuit (Paragraph 0032, 
memory), and a controller which controls the reproducing apparatus (Paragraph 0040, 
control section); wherein the recording medium identify information includes an ID 
unique to the recording medium (inherently provided on the DVD); wherein said 
controller permits reproduction of the second content when the recording medium 
identify information stored in the memory satisfies a predetermined requirement 
(Paragraph 0009), and wherein the first content can be reproduced whether or not the 
recording medium identify information satisfies the predetermined requirement 
(Paragraph 0009). 

Regarding claim 3, Yoshiaki discloses a program required for said decision 
processing is obtained from said recording medium (Paragraph 0011, program). 

Method claims 7 and 8 are drawn to the method of using the corresponding 
apparatus claimed in claim 1 . Therefore method claims 7 and 8 correspond to 
apparatus claim 1 and are rejected for the same reasons of anticipation as used above. 

Regarding program claim 12, this claim recites limitations similar to those recited 
in claim 1 (namely, claim 1 recites a program for implementing process steps) and is 
rejected over the same grounds. 
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Regarding apparatus claim 15, this claim recites limitations similar to those in 
apparatus claim 1 and is rejected over the same grounds. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Yoshiaki 
in view of Yokota et al. (hereafter Yokota)(US 6,580,647). 

Regarding claim 2, Yoshiaki does not disclose wherein said memory is 
detachable. In the same field of endeavor, Yokota discloses a detachable memory a 
recording/reproducing apparatus with a detachable memory card. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to provide the detachable memory card of Yokota to the 
recording/reproducing apparatus of Yoshiaki, motivation being to provide authorization 
compatibility between multiple recording/reproducing apparatuses. 

Claims 4 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yoshiaki in view of Mitui et al. (hereafter Mitui)(US 6,937,553). 

Regarding claims 4 and 9, Yoshiaki does not disclose wherein said controller can 
obtain information from an external device via a network and a program required for 
said decision processing is obtained from the external device via the network. In the 
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same field of endeavor, Mitui discloses accessing a network to receive authentication 
information (Column 11, lines 47-52 and Figure 4, Elements 92 and 93). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to provide the authentication accessing means of Mitui to the 
recording/reproducing apparatus of Yoshiaki, motivation being to provide additional 
program access method when the program on the disc is corrupted. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 5, 10, and 13 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Regarding claim 5, the prior art (see cited references) taken either singularly or in 
combination fails to anticipate or fairly suggest the reproducing apparatus according to 
claim 1 , wherein said predetermined requirement includes a number of said 
recording medium identify information sets, stored in said memory, that are 
required to reproduce said second content. 

Regarding claim 1 0, the prior art (see cited references) taken either singularly or 
in combination fails to anticipate or fairly suggest the reproducing method according to 
claim 7, wherein said predetermined requirement includes a number of said 
recording medium identification sets, stored in the memory, that are required to 
reproduce said second contents. 
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Regarding claim 15, the prior art (see cited references) taken either singularly or 
in combination fails to anticipate or fairly suggest the reproducing method according to 
claim 12, wherein predetermined requirement includes a number of said recording 
medium identification sets, read out from memory, that are required to reproduce 
said second contents. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Oshima (US 5,699,331) discloses an apparatus operating with 
recording medium according to positional information of a secret code. Ishibashi et al 
(US 6,522,607) disclose a recording device and method to prevent unwanted use of 
information. Oshima et al (US 5,805,551 ) disclose a method and apparatus for 
preventing illegal copy or illegal installation of information of optical recording medium. 
Takagi (US 5,652,741) disclose a data storage apparatus having data and parity media. 
Fujinami et al (US 6,385,152) disclose a recording apparatus including write protect 
level determining procedure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas D. Alunkal whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-1 127. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wayne Young can be reached on (571 )272-7582. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Thomas Alunkal / 

Examiner AU 2627 / 



